
An Open Letter to Teachers and Youth Leaders:
 Thank you for the time, effort and commitment you 
invest each year in America’s young people. Because of 
you, our nation continues to produce scholars, dreamers 
DQG�OHDGHUV�ZKR�EHQHˋW�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOG��:H��WKH�QHDUO\�
����PLOOLRQ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�9):�DQG�WKH�9):�$X[LOLDU\�
share your commitment to America’s youth. Each year, 
we provide millions of dollars worth of awards and 
college scholarships to students across the U.S. and 
overseas. The purpose of these awards is to encourage 
personal growth and foster a greater understanding and 
appreciation for America, its history and values. This 
EURFKXUH�LV�SURYLGHG�WR�DFTXDLQW�\RX�ZLWK�WKH�9):ȢV�
SURJUDPV�WKDW�EHQHˋW�WKRVH�\RXQJ�OLYHV�\RX�WRXFK�HDFK�
day. Again, thank you for all you do. If we can serve you 
in any way, please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Lynn W. Rolf, III
Director, VFW Programs
lrolf@vfw.org

Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education
Teacher of the Year Program
 Each year three exceptional teachers are recognized by 
the VFW for their outstanding commitment to teach 
Americanism and patriotism to their students.
 The VFW annually recognizes the nation’s top 
FHUWLˋHG�OLFHQVHG�HOHPHQWDU\��MXQLRU�KLJK�DQG�KLJK�VFKRRO�
teachers who teach and promote America’s history, 
traditions and citizenship education effectively. The 
6PDUW�0DKHU�9):�1DWLRQDO�&LWL]HQVKLS�(GXFDWLRQ�7HDFKHU�
Award recipients are selected from entries submitted to 
local VFW Posts in every state and overseas.

The awards include the following items:

. $�QDWLRQDO��������3DVW�1DWLRQDO�&,&�-RKQ�6PDUW��
award for the top K-5, 6-8 and 9-12 grade teachers  

 for professional development expenses

. $1,000 award for each winning teacher’s school

. Plaques for both the winning teacher and school

. An all-expenses-paid trip to attend the VFW  
1DWLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQ

 Nomination must be submitted to a local VFW Post 
by October 31. Additional information about our program 
please refer to our website at vfw.org.

Patriots Pen Essay Contest
 Patriot’s Pen provides 6th, 7th and 8th grade students 
the opportunity to express their opinion on a patriotic 
theme and improve their writing skills while they 
compete for worthwhile awards and prizes. Awards 
can be given at the local, district and state levels. The 
state winners compete for $55,000 in awards at the 
QDWLRQDO�OHYHO��7KH�ˋUVW�SODFH�QDWLRQDO�ZLQQHU�UHFHLYHV�
a $5,000 award and an all-expenses-paid trip to 
:DVKLQJWRQ�'�&���ZKHUH�WKH\�WRXU�WKH�FLW\��The entry 
deadline is October 31.

Voice of Democracy Scholarship Competition
� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�%URDGFDVWHUV��1$%��
started the Voice of Democracy Scholarship 
&RPSHWLWLRQ�LQ�������7KH�9):�EHFDPH�D�QDWLRQDO�
sponsor in the late 1950s and assumed sole 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�SURJUDP�LQ�������0DQ\�QRWDEOHV�
have participated in Voice of Democracy including 
MRXUQDOLVW�&KDUOHV�.XUDOW��0LVV�$PHULFD�$QLWD�%U\DQW�
DQG�8�6��$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�-RKQ�$VKFURIW��7KH�9RLFH�RI�
Democracy competition provides high school 
IUHVKPHQ��VRSKRPRUHV��MXQLRUV�DQG�VHQLRUV�WKH�
opportunity to write and record an essay on a patriotic 
theme, competing for more than $2 million in college 
scholarships and incentives. State winners receive an 
DOO�H[SHQVHV�SDLG�WULS�WR�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&��WR�HQMR\�
RXU�QDWLRQȢV�FDSLWDO�DQG�FRPSHWH�IRU����������LQ�
VFKRODUVKLSV���ˋUVW�SODFH�UHFHLYLQJ�D���������
scholarship. Deadline is October 31.



 To encourage as many students as possible to 
participate, the VFW provides a number of ways to 
enter.

Submitting Student Entries
 Students can enter directly by submitting the 
UHTXLUHG�HQWU\�IRUP��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�HVVD\��DQG�LQ�WKH�
case of Voice of Democracy, their recording) to a local 
participating VFW Post.
 
 Your local VFW Post’s contact information can be 
obtained at YIZ�RUJ�)LQGD3RVW or by calling the VFW 
1DWLRQDO�3URJUDPV�RIˋFH�GXULQJ�QRUPDO�EXVLQHVV�
KRXUV�DW���������������(QWU\�IRUPV�DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQV�
can be downloaded from the VFW website 
YIZ�RUJ�92'�

 Teachers and youth leaders may obtain student 
entry forms in the manner indicated above. You may 
then select from the following options:

� :ULWH�D���������ZRUG�HVVD\�RQ�WKH�DQQXDO�WKHPH�
available online at YIZ�RUJ�SDWULRWVSHQ or by calling 
��������������8VH�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�DV�D�SDWULRWLF�
assignment and encourage the students with the best 
essays to complete the entry form and forward those, 
along with the essay, to the local VFW Post 
competition.

Voice of Democracy (Grades 9-12)

Patriot’s Pen (Grades 6-8)

 Write an essay on the annual theme available 
online at YIZ�RUJ�92'�RU�E\�FDOOLQJ���������������
Again, use the competition as an essay contest and 
encourage the students with the best essays to record 
their essays, complete the entry form and forward 
them, with the recording and typed essay, to the local 
VFW Post competition.
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