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#Still Serving - Florence Post 3232 

Connections, Community, Camaraderie  

There is no question that the VFW has a long-standing commit-
ment to end not only veteran suicides, but suicides from within 
all sectors of our communities. So, after Donna-Marie Drucker, 
Executive Director of the Oregon Firearms Safety Coalition, 
delivered her presentation on Firearm Safety and Suicide Pre-
vention at the Department of Oregonôs Mid-Winter conference, 
it was clear that this was a message that needed to be repeated. 
Her presentation highlighted some disturbing statistical and de-
mographic data about suicides in Oregon; data that fit the com-
munity of Florence all too well.  

Florence Post 3232 was searching for ideas to kick-off this 
yearôs ñ#Still Servingò campaign on May 6th. Ideas that had the 
potential to bind both the veteran and civilian service commu-
nities, and there it was. Suicide Prevention.  

Post 3232 Commander, Bruce Andrade, immediately opened a 
dialogue with one of the Postôs most valued community part-
ners, Elks Lodge #1858, to talk about hosting a suicide preven-
tion seminar in Florence. After contacting Donna-Marie Druck-
er to check her availability and invite her to be the keynote 
speaker, the date was set; May 6th would be the day for a Sui-
cide Prevention Seminar in Florence and the kick-off of Post 
3232ôs #Still Serving initiatives for 2023.  

Commander Andrade reached out to Will Wagner, M.A., LPC, 
and Readjustment Counseling Therapist, of the Eugene Vet 
Center, and to Cal Applebee, a retired business professional 
and community volunteer, to help develop and promote this 
event.  

Cal Applebee secured spots on KCST Radioôs ñOur Townò seg-
ment where we recorded a 10-minute interview promoting the 
May 6th seminar that was broadcast to Florence residents 
throughout the month of April. Applebee also was able to get 
Public Service Announcements to air on KXCR radio in Flor-
ence, and an article in the Siuslaw News, which ran on three 
occasions during the month of April.  

Will Wagner rallied his professional contacts from Roseburg, 
Eugene, Florence, and other surrounding communities to as-
semble a Resource Panel of 10 public and veteran service agen-
cies to be on-hand to, not only answer questions that would 
arise from the daysô presentations, but to bring awareness to 
the community services they offered.  

This proved to be an excellent opportunity for these agencies to 
network and build relationships that would set the stage for fu-
ture presentations up and down the coast and throughout the 
state of Oregon. Interest is already building to present this 
same seminar in the Coos Bay area and in other communities 
along the coast.  

One of the benefits of these connections provided an excellent 
upgrade to our May 6th Program. Stacy Nielsen, LCSW, VA Su-
icide Prevention Coordinator, was added to the agenda to pre-
sent the VAôs suicide prevention program, SAVE (Signs, Ask, 
Validate, Encourage). This was a spot-on presentation in sup-
port of crisis intervention as a proven method of preventing su-
icides.  

The highlight of the May 6th seminar was Donna-Marie Druck-
erôs presentations on QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer), a pro-
gram that focuses on crisis intervention as a front-line method 
to dissuade suicide attempts, and on Firearm Safety, which fo-
cuses on best practices for preventing unintentional access to 
firearms, especially during a time of crisis.  As we learned, 
Firearms are the most lethal of all methods of suicide attempts. 
Donna-Marieôs presentations drew a rousing round of applause 
from both the audience and the service professionals in attend-
ance. 

While the emphasis of the programs that Donna-Marie Druck-
er and Stacy Nielsen presented was on suicide prevention 
through crisis intervention, the Resource Panel offered advice 
on an emerging group social issues impacting veterans and 
other less-fortunate members of our communities, such as 
homelessness, transportation, housing, mental health, emer-
gency crisis response, and perhaps, as equally important, the 
benefits of establishing community connections to these re-
sources. The panel featured representatives from Lane County 
Suicide Prevention, the Eugene Vet Center, Helping Hands 
Coalition, Roseburg/Eugene VA Suicide Prevention & Clinical 
Pharmacy, West Lane Mobile Crisis Response, Florence Police 
Department, Siuslaw Outreach Services, Options Counseling 
Florence, Easter Seals, Florence Watch and American Legion. 
Florence Post 3232 was also represented and able to recruit a 
new member for the post. 

There is little question that Suicide Prevention is a complex 
and multifaceted issue that can seem daunting and overwhelm-
ing to the average person. After hearing the presentations from 
Donna-Marie Drucker and Stacy Nielsen, and the comments 
from the Resource Panel, the message is clear. You donôt 
need to be an expert to make a difference in someoneôs life.  

Over 80 people attended the seminar. Guests were not only 
from Florence, but from places as far away as Corvallis, Coos 
Bay, Eugene, Albany, Salem, Seal Rock, and even Curry 
County. Everyone, who attended, enjoyed an outstanding 
lunch, compliments of Elks Lodge #1858, and they walked 
away with a ñGoodie Bagò that included detailed contact in-
formation for most of the veteran and social agency resources 
available in Lane County and the VA system.  

As is typical of Post 3232ôs membership, members of the Post 
and itsô Auxiliary were available throughout the entire process 
of producing and executing this seminar to make it a huge 
success. During this process, the camaraderie between VFW, 
its community partners, the VA, and other veteran agencies 
was undeniable.  

Bruce Andrade, Commander, VFW Post 3232 - Florence OR   
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Below: From VFW Post 661 in Salem Oregon: 

There will be an annual Memorial Day Ceremony at 
City View Cemetery, Salem. It begins at 11 AM on the 
observed Memorial Day. This year our theme is aviation 

and there will be a uniform display at the  
View Cemetery Office reception area.  
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I want to stress how important it is for Post 
Commanderôs and delegates to attend state 
convention. There is a goldmine of infor-
mation provided at this multi-day event and 
there is also time for networking, which is 
critical as both a member and officer. More 
information and registration forms can be 
found at https://vfwor.org/. 

Let me remind you that there is still funding 
available to Posts, Districts, and their Auxilia-
ries through the VFW Foundation grant pro-
grams. There are currently two opportunities 
available to Posts:  Community Support Grant 
and Uniting to Combat Hunger Grant. One 
opportunity is available to Districts:  Corpo-
rate Partnership Grant.  

If awarded one of these grants, Posts and Dis-
tricts can receive up to $1,500 for various 
qualifying projects. Applications and instruc-
tions can be found at https://vfw.org/grants  
and https://vfw.org/utch-grant.  If you have 
any questions or need assistance, the Grants 
Manager, Jason Couch, can be reached at 
jcouch@vfw.org.  

Your dedication this year has been extraordi-
nary! Remember to be kind-hearted to others 
in our veteran community. Laurence Over-
mire, an American poet, stated that ñIn caring 
for others, we are really caring for ourselves, 
for we all nurture one another in the garden of 
the heart.ò   I hope to see each one of you at 
our June Convention. 

In Veteran Service, 

Andrea D. Summerlin  

Hello members. 

May is upon us. Remember to fly flags on May 
1 - Loyalty Day, May 5 - Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous People Remembrance Day, 
May 6 -  Military Spouses Day, May 8 - VE 
Day 1945. Mothers Day is the second Sunday, 
the third Saturday is Armed Forces Day, and 
May 30 is Memorial Day. There should be no 
problem honoring and celebrating something 
during May. REPORT! 

The 2023-2024 theme for Voice of Democracy 
contest is "What Are the Greatest Attributes of 
Our Democracy?ò and the theme for Patriot's 
Pen is "How Are You Inspired by America?ò 
You can go online and download and print the 
necessary forms and rules. Get this information 
to the schools before the end of their school 
year. This allows children to have more time to 
complete their essays. REPORT! 

It is important to welcome members of consoli-
dated Auxiliaries to meetings and remember to 
include them in projects. We can only grow if 
we are willing to water and fertilize relation-
ships. Sunshine will help people to grow and 
blossom. 

Department Convention is fast approaching. 
Please consider attending this event. The De-
partment can't help complete projects if the 
members don't reach out and ask for help, at-
tend meetings, and are willing to assist others. 
This is not an organization of one. 

According to the Standing Rules listed in the 
Roster, each year the District Secretaries are to 
make sure a copy of their meeting minutes are 
sent to the Department President and Depart-
ment Secretary within 10 days of the District 
meeting. It is #24 on the last page. Check it 
out. 

Make sure you are reading all information that 
is put on the Department website at vfwaux-
or.org. If an article you submitted is not put on 
the site, contact Lisa, the webmaster. You may 
need to resend.  

Officers, appointed positions and any member 
who wants to know more about this organiza-
tion, take advantage of all the resources that are 
at your disposal. Don't sit around and wait for 
someone to contact you. Be a self-starter and 
seek. Keep in contact with others. 

District Presidents, make sure you are doing 
your job. If anyone takes a position and doesn't 
see what the position entails, shame on you. 

If you have questions after reading and check-
ing the resources and don't ask for clarification, 
shame on you. All District meetings should be 
completed by this date, except District 5 which 
has been extended to May 15.  

I look forward to seeing as many members as 
possible at the Department Convention at Sev-
en Feathers Casino. Letôs finish this year with a 
positive note then continue to make Oregon 
shine, helping 'almost President' Debbie Little 
complete her year with a positive note. 

Continue to Bee All You Can Be for Veterans 
and Their Families. Thank you for all you have 
accomplished this year. Keep working to in-
crease membership. We can't stop our momen-
tum. 

President Debby Fawver 

 

ñBee All You Can Bee for Veterans & Their 
Families! 

STATE COMMANDER  

Greetings Comrades and Auxiliary, 

It has been a busy month. Cheryl and I went to 
Harrisburg and picked up the Postôs paperwork 
since they were shut down and had their char-
ter pulled. From Harrisburg we went to Myrtle 
Creek and picked up their books and records as 
they also had their charter pulled by National. 
From there we traveled to Rogue River to as-
sess the water damage done to the building due 
to a broken water line in the Menôs bathroom. 
It was bad and all the floor tiles had to be re-
moved. This has been done and we hope to get 
the building sold soon.  

Cheryl and I spent the 20th through the 23rd of 
April at VFW National headquarters for train-
ing. We still have a lot left to do before this 
year is over.  

Our membership is way down with only 12 
posts at 100 percent. We are still in last place 
nationally for membership! We are only at 
87.31 percent collectively. Oregon is better 
than this! There is no reason for this except 
Post Commanders are not doing their jobs! If it 
does not change by the end of May, we will 
have some Post leadership changes!  

We need 400 members renewed to be at 90 
percent. We have 15 posts at 90 percent, and I 
need to see those at 100 percent by the end of 
May. There are also 12 posts that are at 85 per-
cent or above. I would really like to see you 
make 100 percent also. We still have 4 posts 
that are at 59 to 66 percent. These posts need 
to keep working their unpaid members because 
I know a lot of them are expired.  

I am asking all Post Members to get involved 
in your posts as I know the commanders can-
not do this on their own. It takes teamwork! 

Wishing you all good Month!  

!ƭƭŜƴ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 
{ǘŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ  
фтм-онн-фсуу 

ŀƴŘȅǇƻǎǘƳŀƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΦΦΦ 

STATE SR. VICE COMMANDER  cont. 

STATE SR. VICE COMMANDER  
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ŀǎǳƳƳŜǊƭƛƴϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 

Fellow Comrades, 

The 2022-2023 VFW year will be ending 
soon, and we will gather in Canyonville to cel-
ebrate the accomplishments of our posts and 
Districts. This program year has been filled 
with adversity, but these challenges have al-
lowed us to grow stronger together. 

Election reports are being accomplished and 
itôs exciting to see new leadership. Without 
members stepping up into various leadership 
roles, our posts and Districts will die. Make 
sure these new leaders have the tools they 
need to be successful. Many training resources 
can be found on the Department and National 
websites.  

One thing that is extremely important is good 
planning. Take the time now to plan for next 
program year as it is right around the corner. 
Work together to schedule post events, recruit-
ing events, youth scholarship events, Buddy 
Poppy distribution and Community events. It 
is easier to be successful when you set goals 
and plan ahead.  

5Ŝōōȅ CŀǿǾŜǊ 
5ŜǇǘΦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
рпм-ппп-нуфу 

ŘŦŀǿǾŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT 

DEPT JUDGE ADVOCATE/ 

SAFETY CHAIRMAN 

CƭƻȅŘ [ŜŀŎƘ 
рпм-фтт-лфнп 

ŀǎƪƛƴƎǎǳǇŜǊŘŀŘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
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Hello! Let me introduce myself. I am Floyd 
Leach, and I was elected as your Department 
Judge Advocate in January 2023. My          
eligibility comes from my service in the US 
Navy from 1972 to 1994. I look forward to 
helping Allen, Andrea, and Bert work for our 
department, getting our membership numbers 
up and getting us moving forward to helping 
our veterans in need.  

I am also the Safety Chairman for this Depart-
ment. I am asking you to get your safety     
reports in as soon as possible so your post can 
be in the running for awards. Remember, any-
thing that you do to help a person, whether it 
is helping to change a flat tire or helping 
someone get out of an unsafe environment 
counts for this program. 

Thank you and I will see you at the State Con-
vention in June!  

 

https://vfwor.org/
https://vfw.org/grants
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COMING EVENTS  
 

=ĎşêŢŭŀĎŁŭ ŇĤ zŢĎĥŇŁ ØWÛ êŁĈ űƇĬĻĬêŢƈ 

ºŭêŭĎ 8ŇŁƄĎŁŭĬŇŁ jűŁĎ ̬ ŭŇ jűŁĎ ̦̦͖ ̧̧̨̥ 

ºĎƄĎŁ WĎêŭĪĎŢŦ 8êŦĬŁŇ͖ 8êŁƈŇŁƄĬĻĻĎ͖ zŢĎĥŇŁ 

Room Reservations are open till May 23, 2023  

Call: 1-888-677-7771. Refer to Oregon VFW  

State Convention to get rate. 

 Rates are: King or 2 Queens 

 Wednesday & Thursday $110.00 + 12% a night  

Friday & Saturday $135.00 + 12% a night  

Below Left: Calling All Women Veterans. Join us for the 2023 Women Veterans 
 Recognition Day! 

Below Right: Information on the Memorial Day Aviation Uniform Display at Salem 
City View Cemetery.  
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DEPARTMENT SR. VICE PRESIDENT 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

My journey as your Department Senior Vice President has almost 
come to an end. Soon we will be at convention and hopefully I will be 
elected as your Department President. 

This year has been full of learning experiences. Unfortunately, I have 
learned how to close an auxiliary because a post was closed, I have 
learned how to cancel a charter because the auxiliary members can no 
longer participate, and I have learned how to place an auxiliary on sus-
pension. These were all hard decisions made by the President and her 
line officers, but they were necessary.  

However, in the positive, I have learned how to take the steps to open 
a new auxiliary, mentor an auxiliary so they elect officers and get reju-
venated and how to share inspiration with others. 

As your Senior Vice President I attended Sr. Vice President training in 
Kansas City, MO in March. I learned so much from our national line 
officers and administrative staff. The VFW also presented during our 
training; we truly are working together at the National level. Prior to 
my Sr. Vice Training I attended the Legislative Conference in Wash-
ington DC and the Parade of Winners for the Voice of Democracy es-
say contest. I enjoyed going to Capitol Hill and meeting with Oregonôs 
Representatives and Senators. The evening of the Parade of Winners 
was fantastic to see our future on the faces of the winners. 

I was able to host a two-day retreat in March for my Program Chair-
men at Camp Rilea Training Site command in Warrenton. We spent 
two days getting to know each other, our programs and sharing ideas 
on how to make Oregon shine this year. We even played a rousing 
game of Auxiliary Jeopardy.  

Later I hosted a retreat for those who will be my line officers, if elect-
ed. I rented a house in Prairie City (near John Day) for the week-
end. We talked about many subjects: Leadership, Customer Service, 
Teamwork, Training Academies, Convention, and lots of other topics. 
I want you to know you have an amazing group of line officers repre-
senting Oregon. 

I look forward to the coming year and serving our Auxiliaries and 
Posts. 

Loyally, Cookie Little  

Well, the year is slowly getting closer and closer to the end. I cannot be-
lieve how quickly they progress anymore.  It just seems like the other day 
we were at Department Convention. It has been a good year and we still 
have a lot to get accomplished. 

We really didnôt donate a lot of money to the Voice of Democracy and 
Patriotôs Pen programs, but remember the Auxiliaryôs programs, one of 
which is the Young American Creative Art Program that has been broken 
down to 2D Art and 3D Art.  We also have our Scholarship program 
where we give one member or their family member $1,000.00 for going 
to school the next year.  We need more money for that and more appli-
cants, so donôt forget these programs! If you have some extra money in 
your relief fund, donôt forget to contribute. 

We need more membership!!! We have barely reached 90%+. If you have 
older members that havenôt paid their dues, please pay them. Many have 
been members for a long time, you would hate for them to drop. Also 
consider paying their life membership and then you are done. Please dis-
cuss your unpaid members at your next meeting and be sure to check dues 
cards. If they are not up to date, ask them to pay.  

Treasurers, please check the applications thoroughly before sending them 
to the Department Treasurer.  I must have the recruiterôs name, the auxil-
iary number, birth dates and correct addresses.  If is your responsibility to 
get that information, and if you donôt it just delays getting a new member 
in your auxiliary. Also if the member is recruited by the Post, write the 
recruiterôs name on the bottom of the application and list a member of the 
Auxiliary as recruiter at the top.  National does not accept Post members 
as a recruiter, and there has to be a recruiterôs name on the application. 

DEPARTMENT TREASURER 

{ƻƴȅŀ {ŀƭƭŜŜ 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
рпм-пнф-мутл  

ƻǊǘǊŜŀǎǾŦǿŀϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

5ŜōōƛŜ ά/ƻƻƪƛŜέ [ƛǧƭŜ 
{ǊΦ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
рло-тоф-лссм 

ŘƭƛǧƭŜмуннϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

DEPARTMENT CONDUCTRESS/VET & FAMILY 

5Ŝō 5ǳƎƎŀƴ 
5ŜǇǘΦ WǊΦ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
рпм-пло-поом 

ŘƴƧŘǳƎƎŀƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

¢ǊŀŎȅ .ƻƎŀǊŘ 
5ŜǇǘΦ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ 

фтм-сту-нрфр 
ƭƻǾŦǿŀǳȄмнмплϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

Oregon needs more members so we can accomplish more for our veter-
ans and their families. Remember to ask others if their grandparents, 
parents, brothers, sisters, or children served or are serving in a war or 
conflict overseas. Remember to look at the DD214. 

Proof of eligibility furnished must be: 

Å      Separation document or 

Å      DD214 reflecting campaign medal service to establish eligibility. 

Å      Service in Korea without the issuance of a campaign medal can be 
established with additional support documentation. 

Å      Hostile Fire or Imminent Danger Pay can be established with pay 
records. 

Å      Other documents acceptable by VFW are also acceptable for Auxil-
iary eligibility. 

Get familiar with the Bylaws and look on pages 5-11. Please remember 
to use the most recent application which has a date in the bottom right-
hand corner of May 22.  

Check out Bylaws Sec. 102, Sec. 103 and Sec. 104. 

Check out the resources page on MALTA under membership. There is 
plenty of information for all to use.  

Thanks for doing your best to help this fine organization!  

My year as Jr. Vice President is coming to an end, although it 
seems like it just started.  I want to thank each one of you for 
your support.  It was a real learning experience on how the 
wheels of our organization work in sync.   

I have learned the difference between the local auxiliary, the dis-
trict, and the department audits and how our budget works.  My 
ñgo toò for information was my Podium By-Laws and Ritual and 
Building on the Foundation.  Everything you need to know is 
there BUT there are also many wise members who share the in-
formation with you.  Never be afraid to ask.  We are all equal sta-
tus; we ALL are here doing the same thing, SUPPORTING OUR 
VETERANS. 

I had a great time serving as Department Representative at a 
District Meeting for the first time and my first National Conven-
tion and wow what a learning experience.  Everyone, whether 
you are a Line Officer or not, should attend a National Conven-
tion. It is wonderful.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed this year and am looking forward to 
the next step next year.  The communications up and down the 
line were so much better this year and I am hoping you all felt 
informed as to what was happening.  We lost some great men-
tors from our organization this year, but they left us with many 
fine memories.  

Thank you all for your support and letôs all continue to work to-
gether to strengthen this great organization.  Hope to see you all 
at Department Convention June 7-11 in Canyonville, OR.  

Many blessings and much appreciation, Deb Duggan   

*Step and adopted parents, children, 

siblings (and half-siblings), grand-

parents and grandchildren are con-

sidered the same as biological par-

ents, children, siblings, grandparents 

and grandchildren and may join the 

vfw Auxiliary under their VFW-

eligible veteran. 
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BUDDY POPPY/VFW NATIONAL HOME CHAIRMAN 

Thank you to all the auxiliaries that sent their year-end reports in on 
time.  I want you to take a long deep breath. 1, 2, 3.  Now letôs get 
back to work. I know we just finished our reports, but it is time to 
start working on our new year of service.  

May and June give us several opportunities to get our "BuddyÈ Pop-
piesò out into the public eye so we need to start planning in 
April.  The month of May has Armed Forces Day on the 20th, do you 
include this in your "BuddyÈ Poppyò schedule?  Memorial Day is 
the 29th.  We all know that this is a big time to display and distribute 
our "BuddyÈ Poppyò.  Have you got plans in the works for what you 
are going to do? June 14th is Flag Day, another opportunity to get out 
your "BuddyÈ Poppiesò.  

So, after that cleansing deep breath we are now ready to get moving 
onto another successful year letting our towns and neighborhoods 
know the meaning of this little red flower and what the donations can 
do for our veterans. 

Donôt forget the VFW National Home.  You can be a ñHome Front 
Hero.ò  To be a Home Front Hero all you have to do is pledge a re-
curring monthly contribution.  It doesnôt have to be a large amount, 
$10 will do.  This helps provide a steady, reliable source of funding 
for the VFW National Homeôs essential programs and services.  You 
can promote the VFW National Home outside of the VFW and Aux-
iliary.  Anyone in your community can be a ñHome Front He-
ro.ò  They do not need to be a VFW or Auxiliary member to contrib-
ute to the VFW Home. 

Donôt forget you can get a Lifetime membership to the VFW Nation-
al Home for $50.00.  You also can purchase a brick that will be 
placed on the Homeôs grounds for $100.  You can purchase a brick to 
honor someone or purchase one for yourself.  The money from the 
purchase of a brick helps with the Homeôs expenses and also helps 
beautify the grounds. 

Keep working on these two very worthwhile programs.  I appreciate 
all you have done for "BuddyÈ Poppiesò and the VFW National 
Home this year. 

Pam Seelye 
Department "BuddyÈ Poppyò  
& VFW National Home Chairman  

tŀƳ {ŜŜƭȅŜ 

.ǳŘŘȅ tƻǇǇȅκ±C² bŀǘΩƭ IƻƳŜ 

рло-нсс-мстл 

ǇŀƳƳȅǎǳŜтϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 

�}�¼�z�e���;�z���Ø���@�;�$���å�¼�˜�j�����;�,���1�
���–�P�à 

�\�ï�,�;�e���¼�$���$�¼�˜�����j���\�¼�˜���…�4�á���…� �…�~ 

���e�ï���˜�;�Š���e�ï�¼�å�˜���–���z�����˜�;�Š�e�����Š�å�å�˜��
�}�;�P�P���ï�j�[ 

 

�P�Š�1�ï���E���á���…� �…�~�����j���<�$�¼�
���$�¼�˜���� 

�<�$�˜���˜�;�Š�e�����$�¼�
���P�e�;�Š�å�$�˜�U 


