
And another Department of Oregon Convention is in the books!  
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a great time of celebration and fellowship.  Following are a few pictures of the festivities.  
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Some of our women Post members in attendance at Convention. 

Humana Volunteer of the Year 

Linda Rose from Auxiliary 584 

with Dori Fritsch. 

Outgoing Dept. President Debbie ñCookieò 

Little with Incoming Dept. President Debra 

Duggan & Installing Officer                                              

PDP Valorie Wrinkle. 

Auxiliaryôs Outgoing Councilmember 

#20 Sonya Sallee (922) & VFW Outgoing 

Councilmember for Oregon             

George Carroll (3973). 

Past Dept Commanders with Veteran of the 

Year Rodney Wymore from VFW Post 3973. 

Auxiliary Floor Team proudly escorting Oregonôs 

first woman CommanderðAndrea Summerlin & her 

team into the Auxiliary Business Session. 

Past C in C Richard Eubank installing our 

new Department Commander. 

President Cookie with the 40 & 

Over Members. Over 650 years of 

service to veterans! 

Dept. Musician Nanette Chapman singing with 

our Friday night Entertainer. 

Need to liven up a party? Challenge the Auxiliary to 

get on the dance floor and let Bert Key ham it up! 

2024-2025 Department President 

Debra Duggan and                                  

State Commander                                 

Andrea Summerlin, Oregonôs 

first woman Commander! 

Past Dept Commanders with                    

Quartermaster of the Year 

Arnold Christensen from 

VFW Post 293. 

L-R: Michelle Hurley (Post 293), Kari Doyle (1643),                                    
Andrea Summerlin (4227 & State Commander), Kristine Hinton 
(1643), Samantha Frost (9745), Brandy Olmstead (965),                             

Kristine Sweezy (3473), Donice Smith (9745). 

2022-2024 State Commander Allan Anderson with 

Past Commander in Chief  Richard Eubank. 



UPCOMING EVENTS  
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Thank you for supporting me for your Sr. 
Vice Commander for the Department of Ore-
gon. I will work hard to help support our new-
ly elected commander, and the Auxiliary with 
their programs. This year the department has 
assigned some mentors for the districts. Dis-
tricts 2, 6 and 8 are my districts to help sup-
port. I will be working with these three dis-
tricts with any questions they may have 
throughout the year. I will be asking the dis-
trict commanders to please help each post in 
their district if they need support on anything. 
We will make this a fun year. 

This is going to be a fun year with some 
changes in some of our programs and training 
techniques. These next two months seem to be 
our busiest with all the BBQ events, fund rais-
ing and enjoying the good weather.  

Remember once again membership is very 
important as always and I know how hard 
everyone works to keep their membership in 
good standing. Keep up the good work.  

I will be working with Community Service 
Reports (CSR) again this year and please keep 
them coming in. You did great last year and I 
expect to see more reports on the online sys-
tem this year.  

One important request I have for all the posts 
this year is to please try and help support the 
following programs so we can contribute to 
their goals. The amount for each program is 
$50.00. These programs are as follows: VOD, 
PP, Teachers, Service Officers, Commanders 
project. You can send it to the department 
quartermaster for the dedicated line of each 
project. There is one more that helps the na-
tional program and that is the Veterans & Mil-
itary Support (VMS), which is located on the 
Online Members Services (OMS) website on 
the upper right-hand side. This is the only 
place you can send your donation from. The 
amount National is asking for is $100.00 from 
each post to get credit for your donations. You 
can donate less but the donation block will not 
turn green unless you put $100.00 into the 
program. This amount was set by the National 
Team. 

If you have any questions this year please call 
and ask them, we will try and get the answer 
you are looking for. 

STATE COMMANDER  
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Greetings Comrades,  

It is with heartfelt appreciation that I express 
my gratitude for electing me as the 2024-25 
Department Commander. We have a busy 
year ahead of us, but I promise it will be re-
warding and fun. I stand ready to work hard 
for our veterans and their families. As we 
move forward into the next year, let us con-
tinue in the spirit of true comradeship, patri-
otism, selfless service, and dedication to the 
VFW family.  

Congratulations to both Past Department 
Commander Allen Anderson and Past De-
partment President Debbie ñCookieò Little 
for all their accomplishments. Without eve-
ryoneôs hard work, we would not have 
reached the 102% goal.  Let us strive to con-
tinue the membership drives and recruiting 
so that we gain even more members. 

For those who attended our Department con-
vention in Canyonville, I hope it was mean-
ingful. The Convention Committee, headed 
by Daniel Helfrich, listened to many of you 
and added in a variety of training. We also 
included a Friday night event with live enter-
tainment and light food. With your feedback, 
next year will be even better!  

I had the opportunity to visit the Department 
of Washington recently and heard some new 
ideas. You might not have the chance to 
spend time in another state, but you can meet 
with members from other areas. This is how 
we learn and build a sense of teamwork. Try 
your best to be open to new ideas and crea-
tive problem solving. If you have a concern, 
reach out to other members as they might 
have a solution! 

As we begin a new program year, there is a 
lot of work to be done. My goal is to guide 
us to exceptionalism. Remember that com-
placency is the forerunner of mediocrity. 
You can never work too hard on attitudes, 
effort, and technique. (Don Meyer). We want 
to continue being engaged in our communi-
ties and mentor new members. We need to 
push ourselves to improve our Posts, Dis-
tricts, and the Department. I look forward to 
leading you on this journey as we Soar to 
Excellence.  

In Comradeship,  

Andrea D. Summerlin, Commander  

STATE SR. VICE COMMANDER  
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busi-
ness session. These are sent to National Aux-
iliary Headquarters and once signed we 

 

I would like to introduce you to the 2024-
2025 Department of Oregon Line Officers. 
They all have been elected and installed. It 
was awesome to see Candidates running for 
the same position. They were all excellent 
candidates. 

Elected Positions: 

¶ President - Deb Duggan 

¶ Sr. Vice President - Denise Keeton  

¶ Jr. Vice President - Terri Steller  

¶ Treasurer - Sonya Sallee 

¶  Chaplain - Robin Stoner  

¶ Conductor - Tracy Bogard  

¶ Guard - Kathy McCauley  

¶ Appointed Positions: 

¶ Secretary ï Valorie Wrinkle 

¶ Chief of Staff - Debbie (Cookie) Little 

(A complete list will be in the roster that will be 
available at the Training Academies.) 

I also want to tell you about my special projects: 
Creating Memories for Disabled Children. 
You can read more about it at 
www.creatingmemories.com. 

My joint project with Commander Andrea Sum-
merlin is the Centennial Statue at the National 
Home for their 100th Birthday this year 

I will have flyers and more information at the 
academies and on the website. 

Upcoming events that are happening soon: 

¶ July 13, 2024 -Training Academy in Rich-
land, OR 

¶ July 25-August 3, 2024 - National Conven-
tion in Louisville, KY 

¶ August 17, 2024 - Training Academy in 
Sweet Home, OR 

¶ August 24, 2024 - Training Academy in 
Winston, OR 

¶ October 1-3, 2024 - National President 
Brenda Bryant's visit 

I am looking forward to working with the De-
partment of Oregon Auxiliaries, Districts and 
with all our Department and National Line Of-
ficers. We are all here to help and guide you. 
Please contact any one of the above officers if 
you have questions or need information. I know 
I am quite a distance from many of you, but I 
am here to help in any way I can. I look forward 
to visiting the different Auxiliaries throughout 
the year. Oregon will be successful if we work 
together. 

 

DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT 
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STATE JR. VICE COMMANDER 

First off, I would like to thank everyone for 
electing me. I'm hoping for a great year help-
ing our State Commander in the ensuing year 
for the state of Oregon. I'm looking forward 
to our National Convention in Louisville, 
Kentucky in July. I'm looking forward to 
working and helping District 3, 4, 5, and 10 
this year as a mentor. I want to visit our posts 
throughout the year to get familiar with all 
our members in our good state.  
 
Thank you again. 
 
Floyd Leach, Jr. Vice Commander !ƴŘǊŜŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ aƻƳΩǎ /ŀǇ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ  {ǘŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΦ 



UPDATES   
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I have been asked in the past, ñHow has your Post raised the amount of funds that you have from your Buddy Poppy Distribution?ò  To help answer that 
question I gave a talk at the 103rd Convention of the Department of Oregon VFW on Friday, June 14th, during the afternoon VFW Programs session.  It 
was well received, and I am sharing that presentation for this newsletter. 

Since 2015 I have been at Three Rivers VFW Post 1324. During that time, we have raised funds each year ranging from $30k to about $55k. So, this 
presentation is just to share how Post 1324 has conducted its Buddy Poppy Distribution each year, which is done the 10 days prior to, and on Memorial 
Day. 

Although most Posts emphasize Buddy Poppies on Veterans Day and Memorial Day, it is important to realize that the distribution of Buddy Poppies 
should be a year-round exercise.  Each time a Post participates in an activity where the public will be present, Buddy Poppies should be present as a 
fundraising tool and simply to recognize our fallen comrades. 

Where the VFW appears, Buddy Poppies should be there as a constant reminder that we will never forget those who have perished in the name of liber-
ty.  Just as ñThey Gave, Will You?ò is a year-round thing, so should be the distribution of VFW Buddy Poppies. 

I understand that each Post is unique in how it conducts its Poppy Distribution.  I might be preaching to the choir, but I have confidence that what I pre-
sent here can be helpful when conducting your own Poppy distribution.  So, here goes: 

Appoint a Poppy chairman to work with the Post Commander. 

Get permission to set up stores, local merchants, etc., well in advance, about 2 months. 

If you have multiple spots you plan to distribute from, develop and maintain a spreadsheet of dates, times, spots and members participating. 

Order Poppies and supplies (through the VFW store) well in advance.  A minimum of 3 weeks. 

Partner up with another member, if possible. It helps with bathroom breaks, lunch, getting extra supplies, etc. 

Have a ñrunnerò to visit all spots if no partner. 

What to wear: 

     VFW Cap (as a minimum.) 

     VFW White shirt. 

     Look neat and sharp. 

Greet people that pass by.  Be prepared to answer questions about the VFW ñBuddyò Poppy and its significance and about the VFW.   

Avoid controversial subjects. 

Share your story as a veteran if asked. 

Be friendly to all. 

Have some snacks and water for yourself. 

If another veteran organization, girl scout cookies, etc., is in your planned spot, DO NOT CONFRONT THEM OR GET INTO AN ARGUMENT.  
Contact your Poppy Chairman or Post Commander to resolve the issue.  Even if it is another VFW Post. 

Remember, ñthe eyes of the public are on you!ò 

***Your Poppy Display*** 

It can be as simple as poppies, a TV tray, and jar to collect funds to as elaborate as your imagination can get. 

Have some kind of sign that promotes your Post. 

Remember, the emphasis is on the VFW ñBuddyò Poppy. 

Bring a folding chair.  (Stand up as much as you can, it attracts more attention than sitting down.) 

***Literature*** 

The Story of the VFW ñBuddyò Poppy. 

Membership application.  (This is also a recruiting opportunity for your Post.) 

VFW recruiting pamphlets. 

Voice of Democracy and Patriotôs Pen essay pamphlets.  Especially during Memorial Day, or any time prior to October 31st, 
if you have a High School or Middle School close by. 

***After Actions*** 

Letter or certificate of appreciation to the stores and merchants that participated.  (See photo at right.) 

An award of some kind to your top Post member fundraiser. 

The Poppy Committee should meet as soon as possible after all the funds have been collected to determine where funds will 
be spent. 

Members of this committee should be the Poppy Chairman, Post Commander, and the top earners. 

Get Post approval as to where you plan to allocate the funds.  Then distribute as soon as possible.  The Post Commander, or his representative should 
present the check personally if possible. The Manual of Procedure provides that Post relief funds may be used for programs such as Voice of Democra-
cy, Patriotôs Pen, Citizenship Education, and Community Service as long as suggestions in the chairpersonôs guidebooks are used as an example of 
promoting these programs. 

Posts are further reminded that Section 711 of the Manual of Procedure provides that non-profit organizations, exempt from taxes under Section 501(a) 
of the Internal Revenue Code, may assist with the distribution of Buddy Poppies, provided there shall be no division of proceeds. A donation to these 
groups may be made from the Post general fund. 

Like any fundraising, the more time and participation involved by your Post members, the more funds you will collect.  It is as simple as that. 

Let me end this article by saying I am proud to be elected as the next Judge Advocate for the 2024-2025 year, I will do my best in that position as I am 
able. 

Anchors Aweigh! Greg Arnold, State Judge Advocate and Commander Three Rivers VFW Post 1324.  
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STATE JUDGE ADVOCATE 



POSTS AND AUXILIARIES IN ACTION  
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The 125th VFW National Convention and 111th VFW Auxiliary National Convention in Louisville,                  

Kentucky will take place July 27 through August 1, 2024, Have you reserved your hotel yet?  

Go to the VFW.org or VFWAuxiiary.org websites and click on the Events tab. There you will find a 

link to housing assignments.  

This is a great place to network with members from across the country, visit the mobile VFW Store, and see how our 

National organizations operate. The Auxiliary will be electing a new National Guard as well. There are five great 

candidates, so this will give you a chance to meet them and learn why they want to serve as your National Guard. 

Future National Convention Sites: 

 

Columbus, OH - Aug. 9-14, 2025 

 
Salt Lake City, UT - Aug. 15-20, 2026 

 
Milwaukee, WI - July 31 - Aug. 5, 2027 

 
San Antonio, TX- Aug. 5-10, 2028  
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DEPARTMENT OF OREGON VFW REPRESENTATIVE BRUCE HALL PRESENTS PLAQUES TO 

PORTLAND STATE ARMY ROTC AND PORTLAND STATE AIR FORCE ROTC CADETS. 
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